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able to kill 3,000 Americans on 9/11, but 
that the best part even beyond killing 
3,000 Americans was that they cost us 
billions and maybe trillions of dollars 
with a very, very small investment to 
killing Americans on 9/11, and that if 
they will keep having projects like 
that, they can break us financially. 

It appears that with decisions in this 
administration, they are on their way 
to doing that. 

If that is not enough, this adminis-
tration had the VA announce that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs has 
now proposed covering transition-re-
lated surgeries for transgender vet-
erans in the near future under a pro-
posed rule change. I know that the peo-
ple making this decision don’t want 
more veterans killing themselves. But 
as Dr. Paul McHugh, the former head 
of psychiatry at Johns Hopkins, now 
retired, was still working with them— 
but one transgender gentleman that 
had had the sex change in his forties 
had told me Dr. McHugh knows more 
about transgender than anybody. 

Dr. McHugh has not made that claim. 
He is a very humble gentleman. He is a 
brilliant man. He cites in his article 
printed in The Wall Street Journal 
about a 2011 study at the Karolinska 
Institutet in Sweden produced the 
most illuminating results yet regard-
ing the transgendered evidence that 
should give advocates pause. He is 
talking about advocates for 
transgender agenda that is even being 
pushed here in Congress. 
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And he says: ‘‘The long-term study— 
up to 30 years—followed 324 people who 
had sex-reassignment surgery. The 
study revealed that beginning about 10 
years after having the surgery, the 
transgendered began to experience in-
creasing mental difficulties. Most 
shockingly, their suicide mortality 
rose almost 20-fold above the com-
parable nontransgender population. 
This disturbing result has as yet no ex-
planation but probably reflects the 
growing sense of isolation reported by 
the aging transgendered after surgery. 
The high suicide rate certainly chal-
lenges the surgery prescription.’’ 

So for those in the VA who think a 
sex change operation is a good idea, 
Mr. Speaker, I hope they will look at 
the number of veterans that are killing 
themselves—higher rates than any 
time in previous eras of American his-
tory—and they will look at how many 
veterans are dying without the treat-
ment they need, the veterans that are 
in long timelines to get the treatment 
they need to stay alive, and those who 
are dying waiting for the treatment 
they need. 

Do you really want to have 20 times 
more veterans killing themselves? Is 
that where you want the VA money 
being spent, so that we can have 20 
times the suicide rate that we cur-
rently have? 

‘‘Forbid it, Almighty God,’’ as Pat-
rick Henry once said. 

And now the administration wants to 
take away parents’ choices of decisions 
for their kids, wants to take our 
choices away that the First Amend-
ment assures us that we have the right 
to freedom of religion. There is no 
right to freedom from religion, but 
there is a right of freedom of religion; 
and those rights are being taken away, 
even as they were from the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor. 

Do we want to allow these rights to 
continue to be taken at the cost of 
American lives, as we have seen result-
ing from people released at Guanta-
namo Bay, resulting from the ridicu-
lous rules that are given to our mili-
tary members? They are told they 
can’t fire on people unless they are 
fired at and they can be assured no ci-
vilian will get hit. 

The rules of engagement are ridicu-
lous under this administration. So 
many rules are costing American lives. 
It is time to bring it all home and to 
understand the words of Ebenezer in 
Africa that, when America gets weak-
er, people around the world suffer. 
They understand that around the 
world. Freedom-loving people under-
stand around the world when America 
gets weaker, they suffer. 

America has been a gift to the world. 
Mr. Speaker, you know it, I know it, 
and I hope and pray more in the admin-
istration will realize it before it is too 
late. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DUFFY (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today through June 14 
on account of the birth of his child. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 19 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, June 
13, 2016, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 

Ralph Lee Abraham, Alma S. Adams, Rob-
ert B. Aderholt, Pete Aguilar, Rick W. Allen, 
Justin Amash, Mark E. Amodei, Brad 
Ashford, Brian Babin, Lou Barletta, Andy 
Barr, Joe Barton, Karen Bass, Joyce Beatty, 
Xavier Becerra, Dan Benishek, Ami Bera, 
Donald S. Beyer, Jr., Gus M. Bilirakis, Mike 
Bishop, Rob Bishop, Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., 
Diane Black, Marsha Blackburn, Rod Blum, 
Earl Blumenauer, John A. Boehner*, Su-
zanne Bonamici, Madeleine Z. Bordallo, 
Mike Bost, Charles W. Boustany, Jr., 
Brendan F. Boyle, Kevin Brady, Robert A. 
Brady, Dave Brat, Jim Bridenstine, Mo 
Brooks, Susan W. Brooks, Corrine Brown, 

Julia Brownley, Vern Buchanan, Ken Buck, 
Larry Bucshon, Michael C. Burgess, Cheri 
Bustos, G. K. Butterfield, Bradley Byrne, 
Ken Calvert, Lois Capps, Michael E. Capu-
ano, Tony Cárdenas, John C. Carney, Jr., 
André Carson, Earl L. ‘‘Buddy’’ Carter, John 
R. Carter, Matt Cartwright, Kathy Castor, 
Joaquin Castro, Steve Chabot, Jason 
Chaffetz, Judy Chu, David N. Cicilline, Kath-
erine M. Clark, Yvette D. Clarke, Curt Claw-
son, Wm. Lacy Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, 
James E. Clyburn, Mike Coffman, Steve 
Cohen, Tom Cole, Chris Collins. 

Doug Collins, Barbara Comstock, K. Mi-
chael Conaway, Gerald E. Connolly, John 
Conyers, Jr., Paul Cook, Jim Cooper, Jim 
Costa, Ryan A. Costello, Joe Courtney, 
Kevin Cramer, Eric A. ‘‘Rick’’ Crawford, 
Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crowley, Henry 
Cuellar, John Abney Culberson, Elijah E. 
Cummings, Carlos Curbelo, Warren David-
son, Danny K. Davis, Rodney Davis, Susan A. 
Davis, Peter A. DeFazio, Diana DeGette, 
John K. Delaney, Rosa L. DeLauro, Suzan K. 
DelBene, Jeff Denham, Charles W. Dent, Ron 
DeSantis, Mark DeSaulnier, Scott 
DesJarlais, Theodore E. Deutch, Mario Diaz- 
Balart, Debbie Dingell, Lloyd Doggett, Rob-
ert J. Dold, Daniel M. Donovan, Jr., Michael 
F. Doyle, Tammy Duckworth, Sean P. Duffy, 
Jeff Duncan, John J. Duncan, Jr., Donna F. 
Edwards, Keith Ellison, Renee L. Ellmers, 
Tom Emmer, Eliot L. Engel, Anna G. Eshoo, 
Elizabeth H. Esty, Blake Farenthold, Sam 
Farr, Chaka Fattah, Stephen Lee Fincher, 
Michael G. Fitzpatrick, Charles J. ‘‘Chuck’’ 
Fleischmann, John Fleming, Bill Flores, J. 
Randy Forbes, Jeff Fortenberry. 

Bill Foster, Virginia Foxx, Lois Frankel, 
Trent Franks, Rodney P. Frelinghuysen, 
Marcia L. Fudge, Tulsi Gabbard, Ruben 
Gallego, John Garamendi, Scott Garrett, 
Bob Gibbs, Christopher P. Gibson, Louie 
Gohmert, Bob Goodlatte, Paul A. Gosar, 
Trey Gowdy, Gwen Graham, Kay Granger, 
Garret Graves, Sam Graves, Tom Graves, 
Alan Grayson, Al Green, Gene Green, H. Mor-
gan Griffith, Raúl M. Grijalva, Glenn 
Grothman, Frank C. Guinta, Brett Guthrie, 
Luis V. Gutiérrez, Janice Hahn, Richard L. 
Hanna, Cresent Hardy, Gregg Harper, Andy 
Harris, Vicky Hartzler, Alcee L. Hastings, 
Denny Heck, Joseph J. Heck, Jeb Hensarling, 
Jaime Herrera Beutler, Jody B. Hice, Brian 
Higgins, J. French Hill, James A. Himes, 
Rubén Hinojosa, George Holding, Michael M. 
Honda, Steny H. Hoyer, Richard Hudson, 
Tim Huelskamp, Jared Huffman, Bill 
Huizenga, Randy Hultgren, Duncan Hunter, 
Will Hurd, Robert Hurt, Steve Israel, Darrell 
E. Issa, Sheila Jackson Lee, Hakeem S. 
Jeffries, Evan H. Jenkins, Lynn Jenkins, Bill 
Johnson, Eddie Bernice Johnson, Henry C. 
‘‘Hank’’ Johnson, Jr., Sam Johnson, David 
W. Jolly, Walter B. Jones, Jim Jordan, David 
P. Joyce, Marcy Kaptur, John Katko, Wil-
liam R. Keating, Mike Kelly, Robin L. Kelly, 
Trent Kelly, Joseph P. Kennedy III, Daniel 
T. Kildee, Derek Kilmer, Ron Kind, Peter T. 
King, Steve King, Adam Kinzinger. 

Ann Kirkpatrick, John Kline, Stephen 
Knight, Ann M. Kuster, Raúl R. Labrador, 
Darin LaHood, Doug LaMalfa, Doug Lam-
born, Leonard Lance, James R. Langevin, 
Rick Larsen, John B. Larson, Robert E. 
Latta, Brenda L. Lawrence, Barbara Lee, 
Sander M. Levin, John Lewis, Ted Lieu, Dan-
iel Lipinski, Frank A. LoBiondo, David 
Loebsack, Zoe Lofgren, Billy Long, Barry 
Loudermilk, Mia B. Love, Alan S. 
Lowenthal, Nita M. Lowey, Frank D. Lucas, 
Blaine Luetkemeyer, Ben Ray Luján, 
Michelle Lujan Grisham, Cynthia M. Lum-
mis, Stephen F. Lynch, Thomas MacArthur, 
Carolyn B. Maloney, Sean Patrick Maloney, 
Kenny Marchant, Tom Marino, Thomas 
Massie, Doris O. Matsui, Kevin McCarthy, 
Michael T. McCaul, Tom McClintock, Betty 
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